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ABSTRACT: Anisotropic and hierarchical structures are bound in
nature and highly desired in engineered materials, due to their
outstanding functions and performance. Mimicking such natural features
with synthetic materials and methods has been a highly active area of
research in the last decades. Unlike these methods, we use the native
biomaterial wood, with its intrinsic anisotropy and hierarchy as a
directional scaffold for the incorporation of magnetic nanoparticles inside
the wood material. Nanocrystalline iron oxide particles were synthesized
in situ via coprecipitation of ferric and ferrous ions within the
interconnected pore network of bulk wood. Imaging with low-vacuum
and cryogenic electron microscopy as well as spectral Raman mapping revealed layered nanosize particles firmly attached to the
inner surface of the wood cell walls. The mineralogy of iron oxide was identified by XRD powder diffraction and Raman
spectroscopy as a mixture of the spinel phases magnetite and maghemite. The intrinsic structural architecture of native wood
entails a three-dimensional assembly of the colloidal iron oxide which results in direction-dependent magnetic features of the
wood−mineral hybrid material. This superinduced magnetic anisotropy, as quantified by direction-dependent magnetic hysteresis
loops and low-field susceptibility tensors, allows for directional lift, drag, alignment, (re)orientation, and actuation, and opens up
novel applications of the natural resource wood.

KEYWORDS: wood modification, structural hierarchy, iron oxide nanoparticles, coprecipitation, magnetic anisotropy,
hybrid material actuation

■ INTRODUCTION

On the basis of organic−mineral composites natural hybrid
materials are known for excellent mechanical properties and
sophisticated coalescence of complex functionality.1−5 A key
feature of many biological materials is their inherent
hierarchical structure, which allows embedded material to
take on a distribution that represents the structure of the
original material.6 This structure then leads to directionally
dependent functions. Nature is rich in such anisotropic
materials including not only inorganic (crystals−quartz) and
organic (fibers−collagen, cellulose) materials, but also bio-
logical structures and architectures that give rise to
sophisticated functions, such as water repellency (spider
silk71), brilliant colors (butterfly wings),8 locomotion (snake
skin),9 drag and turbulence reduction (shark skin),10 and
adapted mechanical properties (wood).11,12 Understanding and
capturing the underlying principles for the design of biomimetic
and engineered materials may open new perspectives in the
field of materials science toward sustainable and renewable
materials.13

Mimicking such natural features with synthetic materials and
methods has been a highly active area of research for the last
decades. Much effort has been devoted to creating functional
anisotropic materials by organizing micro- and nanoscaled
building blocks into superlattice assemblies and hierarchical or
terminal structures in order to produce devices that feature
direction-dependent properties. Common methods for creating
such structures are bottom up approaches, such as self-assembly
methods, stepwise layer-by-layer deposition14 and (micro-
contact) printing, or top-down methods such as lithographic
techniques,15−17 which are very arduous, time-consuming,
generally small in scale (usually in nano or microscale), and
highly expensive in terms of up-scaled fabrication. Unlike these
methods, we foster the concept of using a native biomaterial
with its hierarchical structure and intrinsic anisotropy as a
directional scaffold to incorporate in situ functional nanoma-
terials to develop sophisticated materials ranging from micro up
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to a few meter scales. Cellulosic materials18 with embedded
magnetic properties have been developed ranging from
lignocellulosic pulp19−21 over cellulose fibers22,23 to highly
processed bacterial cellulose fibrils.24,25 In contrast to the
above-mentioned fiber-based composites wood possesses a
sophisticated cell wall anatomy allowing for three-dimensional
nanoparticle assembly on a higher degree of hierarchy.26 The
dominating directionality is implemented at the level of fibrous
elongated cells, which are oriented parallel to the stem axis
(longitudinal) and consist of cell walls made up of parallel
aligned cellulose fibrils embedded in a matrix of hemicelluloses
and lignin.27 The dominating functions of wood in the tree are
mechanical support and conduction of water resulting in an
excellent lightweight engineering material and providing an
anisotropic hierarchical scaffold for further functionalization.
Using a nanotemplating approach,28,29 the anisotropic nature of
plant tissues, e.g., wood30−32 or leaves,33 has been replicated in
porous magnetic ceramics up to the submicrometer scale, but
without retaining the functionalized bulk wood structure.
Oka et al. fabricated magnetic wood by loading wood fiber

boards, coatings, and impregnated veneers with commercial
magnetic fluids.18,34 Cedar sapwood and heartwood exhibited
anisotropic magnetic response after being pressure-impregnated
with aqueous magnetite particle dispersions. The authors
suggested that this result originated from the wood structure,
but did not further examine the effects in terms of colloidal
features, such as spatial distribution, size, aggregation state,
surface properties, penetration depth, and leachability of the
incorporated particles.18

Here, we report on a magnetic wood−nanocomposite hybrid
material, which is not only directional in terms of structural and
mechanical properties, but also features magnetic anisotropy
dictated by the intrinsic wood architecture. Using an in situ
fabrication approach we were able to control the final iron
oxide content through in-depth penetration of ferric and
ferrous ions and ferrite precipitation within hardwood and
softwood matrices. By exploiting the hierarchical superstructure
of wood as a template for self-assembled ferrite nanoparticles,
anisotropic organic−inorganic hybrid materials can be
produced that are not limited in shape and size.

■ EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
Chemical Synthesis. Magnetic wood was prepared from cubic

samples (4 × 4 × 4 mm3, 10 × 10 × 10 mm3, 20 × 20 × 20 mm3) of
Norway spruce (Picea abies) and European beech (Fagus sylvatica) via
a simple chemical coprecipitation of ferric and ferrous chloride upon
the addition of aqueous ammonia. Prior to chemical modification the
samples were dried in a BINDER vacuum oven at 65 °C for 48 h.
Magnetic wood was fabricated by chemical coprecipitation of ferric
and ferrous chloride with a fixed molar ratio of 2:1 with a
concentration of 0.165 mol L−1, 0.330 mol L−1, 0.660 mol L−1,
0.990 mol L−1, and 1.320 mol LL−1 ferric chloride. The excess amount
of aqueous ammonia solution was 1 mL per 0.165 mol FeCl3. The
samples were entirely incubated in the reaction solution for 5 h (4 mm
sample size) and 6.3 h (10 mm sample size) and vacuum-impregnated
at least three times to allow for in-depth diffusion into the porous
wood structure. After rapid addition of excess ammonia, the reaction
solution was stirred for 1 h. After the treatment, the samples were
removed from the beaker and washed with deionized water until
reaching neutral pH. The modified wood cubes were dried in the
vacuum oven at 65 °C for 48 h followed by immersion in water for 5
days. During the washing process, the washing water was changed
twice a day. After washing, the magnetic wood samples were dried
again for 48 h in the vacuum oven. The mass change for 4-mm-sized

and 10-mm-sized beech and spruce samples are shown in SI Figure
S1a and Figure S1b as a function of the precursor concentration.

FeCl3·6H2O, FeCl2·4H2O, ammonium hydroxide solution (≥25%),
and hydrochloric acid (≥37%) were purchased from Sigma-Aldrich.

Material Characterization. Light Microscopy. Light microscopy
was performed with a Leica M165C stereomicroscope (1.0×
objective) coupled to a Basler GigE Vision camera. Images were
recorded with a control plugin (PHASE GmbH) for the program
ImageJ 1.47c.

ESEM-EDX. Environmental scanning electron microscopy (ESEM)
in the low-vacuum mode was carried out on a FEI Quanta 200 3D
coupled to an EDAX energy-dispersive X-ray spectrometer.

Cryo-SEM. High resolution cryogenic scanning electron images
were obtained with a Zeiss Leo Gemini 1530 FEG (field emission gun)
equipped with an secondary electron in-lens detector and driven at an
accelerating voltage of 5.0 kV. Exemplary magnetic beech and spruce
specimens (0.333 mol L−1 Fe3+, 0.165 mol L−1 Fe2+) were freeze-
fractured across the grain under liquid nitrogen; cross sections were
prepared with a conventional rotary microtome, followed by W-
sputtering of the specimen surface.

Raman Microscopy. For the Raman measurements cross sections
(20−25 μm) of magnetic beech and spruce (0.330 mol L−1 Fe3+, 0.165
mol L−1 Fe2+) cut with a rotary microtome (Leica Ultracut,
Germany)) were placed on a microscope slide with a drop of D2O
and sealed with a coverslip and nail polish to avoid evaporation. All
Raman spectra were collected with a confocal Raman-microscope
(Renishaw InVia) equipped with a Nd:YAG laser (λ = 532 nm), a 600
grooves/mm grating, and a 100× oil immersion objective (Nikon, NA
= 1.4). The laser power was set to low values (1%) to avoid sample
degradation due to intense laser excitation. In order to achieve good
spectral quality nonetheless, it was necessary to prolong the acquisition
time to 10 s. The pixel size of the spectroscopic Raman maps was 0.3
μm. The data were processed with the program Wire 3.4.

Vibrating Sample Magnetometry. Magnetic hysteresis curves of
chemically modified wood cubes (edge length d ≈ 4 mm) were
determined with a MicroMag 3900 Vibrating Sample Magnetometer
(Princeton Measurements Corporation) in a magnetic field ranging
from −10 kOe to 10 kOe in 100 Oe steps and an averaging time of
100 ms.

Kappabridge. The bulk susceptibility and the anisotropy of low-
field magnetic susceptibility were measured with a KLY-2 inductive
susceptibility bridge (AGICO) by spinning a cubic wood specimen
(edge length d ≈ 10 mm) at a magnetic field of 200 A m−1 according
to a static 15-position rotation scheme.35,36 The samples were
mounted so that the three orthogonal axes of the coordinate system
were commensurate with the wood directions X1 = tangential, X2 =
radial, and X3 = longitudinal. Processing of the data and equal-area
lower-hemisphere stereographic projections of the magnetic aniso-
tropy tensors were made with the program Anisoft42 (AGICO).

Compression Perpendicular to the Grain. The compressive
strength of magnetic spruce and beech compared to unmodified
wood specimens of approximately 20 mm in height, width, and length
was tested with a Zwick Roell Z010 (Zwick) testing machine with a 10
kN load cell in a standard climate (20 °C, 65% relative humidity) in
the tangential direction. The deformation was determined in a contact-
free way by using a videoextensometer system (CCD camera) and a
pair of parallel paper stripes attached to the cross-sectional area of the
wood block revealing the displacement upon compression. The data
were processed with the program TestxpertII.

X-ray Powder Diffraction. XRD diffraction patterns were recorded
for magnetic beech and spruce (0.330 mol L−1 Fe3+, 0.165 mol L−1

Fe2+ precursor concentration) using a Panalytical X’Pert PRO
diffractometer equipped with a flat-disk sample holder and a copper
X-ray source in a 2Θ = 5−80° range with a counting time of 500 s.

■ RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The iron oxides magnetite (Fe3O4) and maghemite (γ-Fe2O3)
are two of the most common magnetic minerals in nature37 and
can be easily synthesized in situ38 inside the bulk wood by
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classical coprecipitation of ferric and ferrous salts in aqueous
media with alkaline solutions.39 The resulting samples of the
magnetic wood material are uniformly rust or dark brown in
color, indicating homogeneous modification of the wood blocks
throughout the sample (see Figure S1d in Supporting
Information (SI) − 2 cm blocks cut in the middle). The
synthesized ferric oxides are small, but their magnetic
properties reflect multidomain particles, and only carry a net
magnetization in the presence of an external field (Figure 1a).
When a magnetic field is applied, the samples are attracted to
the magnet.
As the magnetic properties are dictated by the intrinsic cell

structure of the wood material, it is most likely that the
directionality of magnetic properties (magnetic susceptibility,
magnetization saturation, etc.) also depends on the wood
species, since different species exhibit different cell structure
(Figure 1a and b). The low-field regime of the magnetic
hysteresis curve (Figure 1b) is sensitive to the ferromagnetic
fraction and commensurate to the iron ion precursor
concentration and the gravimetrically determined iron oxide
content (SI Figure S1a,b), e.g., 8 ± 1 wt% (spruce) or 7 ± 1 wt
% (beech) at 0.990 mol L−1 Fe3+ and 0.495 mol L−1 Fe2+. Thus,
magnetic functionalities are bestowed on wood with only
slightly increased density. As illustrated in Figure 1c, the
magnetization can easily be probed by lifting up a magnetic
wood block with a permanent magnet. This phenomenon is
clearly observed in the rotational movement of magnetic spruce

and beech in a magnetic field, being more pronounced in
spruce than in beech (SI Videos V1−2). Our observation is
confirmed by low-field susceptibility measurements of solid
spruce and beech with an inductive susceptibility bridge.
Magnetic susceptibility measurements clearly reveal the
anisotropic nature of the hybrid material which is dictated by
the bulk wood template. The anisotropic behavior of the
magnetic wood blocks can be quantified by the direction
dependent low-field magnetic susceptibility measurements
(Figure 1d) and visualized by a 3D ellipsoid dependent on
the wood directionality (Figure 1e). The stereographs project
the magnetic susceptibility tensor onto a unit sphere in order to
envisage the orientation of the principal susceptibilities K1 ≥ K2

≥ K3 and their orientation to each other in a drawing plane.
The significantly higher value of K in the longitudinal wood
direction can be explained by a lower barrier of domain
reorientation as observed in thin magnetic films.40,41 As shown
in Figure 1e, the longest ellipsoid axis coincides with the
longitudinal wood direction, which corresponds to the
maximum principal susceptibility of the magnetic anisotropy
tensor. The degree of magnetic anisotropy is characterized the
ratio of the maximum to minimum principal susceptibilities,42

namely, 1.77 for spruce and 1.70 for beech at an intermediate
precursor concentration.
Electron microscopy and Raman spectroscopy were used to

structurally and chemically examine the composite and to
assign the anisotropy to the relevant hierarchical levels of the

Figure 1. Magnetic characterization of common wood species via hysteresis curves and low-field susceptibility tensors. (a) Representative magnetic
hysteresis curves in three wood directions of spruce (solid lined) and beech wood (dashed lines). (b) Magnetic susceptibility at low fields depends
on the species, growth direction, and iron oxide content (given in precursor concentration): First-order derivative of hysteresis curves of magnetic
spruce and beech at 100 Oe representing the directional low-field magnetic susceptibility. (c) Lifting of magnetic spruce specimen with a permanent
magnet along the orthotropic longitudinal direction. (d) Equal-area lower hemisphere projection of the low-field anisotropy of magnetic
susceptibility of spruce prepared with 0.330 mol L−1 Fe3+ and 0.165 mol L−1 Fe2+. (e) Anisotropy of low-field magnetic susceptibility of magnetic
spruce is visualized by an ellipsoid dependent on the wood directionality. As shown, the longest ellipsoid axis coincides with the longitudinal wood
direction.
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biomaterial. The modified wood samples keep their lightweight
character and low density (see also Figure S1a-b, SI), since the
treatment only results in a thin-layer deposit at the inner cell
surfaces and not in a simple lumen filling. Details of the
covering of the inner surface of cell walls in bulk wood samples
with a compact thin layer of iron oxide nanoparticles can be
seen in Figure 2. Importantly, the modified wood samples show
besides the low density also similar mechanical properties to
native wood (see Figure S1c in SI) confirming that the process
of embedding iron oxide nanoparticles does not harm the wood
structure and intrinsic properties of wood are retained after
modification.
Low-vacuum scanning electron microscopy (Figure S5, SI),

light microscopy and cryogenic scanning electron microscopy
(Figure 2) images of cross sections of both wood species
illustrate the formation of thin layers of homogeneously
dispersed ferric oxides in the lumina of the axially oriented
structural wood elements.
At the low magnification (Figure 2 a2, b2, c2, and d2) the

magnetic particle layers are particularly visible in the luminous
vessels of the beech wood. Higher magnifications (Figure 2 a3
and c3) reveal a ∼1−2-μm-thick and densely packed layer of

iron oxide nanoparticles covering the inner surface of the cell
wall of a tracheid. Cryo-SEM images of freeze-fractured beech
wood at a higher magnification (Figure 2 b3 and d3) show
nanoparticle aggregates of several tens of nanometers.
According to FE-SEM, the colloidal assembly is constituted
of nanoparticle grains in a size range of 22 ± 7 nm (beech) and
21 ± 6 nm (spruce) (see Figure S6−7, SI). In order to
determine the crystallite sizes of Fe3O4/γ-Fe2O3, X-ray powder
diffraction patterns of the wood hybrid material were recorded
(Figure S8 a,b, SI). However, the signal (iron oxide, (440)) to
background (wood) ratio was too low, due to the relatively low
concentration of the inorganic material in the wood material.
Therefore, an estimation of the crystallite size by using the
Scherrer equation becomes vague. Nevertheless, the magnet-
ization saturation measurements and the FE-SEM measure-
ments indicate nanoscaled particles in the wood material. This
inorganic network of particle aggregates seems to be more
compact in spruce than in beech, which suggests that the
varying degree of flocculation influences the magnetic coupling,
for instance, ordering of magnetic moments in linear chains.
Remarkably, the ultrafine particles remain immobilized in the
wood superstructure even after immersion in water (washing

Figure 2. Light microscopy and cryogenic scanning electron microscopy collected in the secondary-electron mode showing microtome cross sections
of beech (a) and spruce (c) and layered structures of iron oxide nanoparticles embedded in magnetic wood cut under ambient conditions (b1 and
d1) or freeze-fractured under liquid nitrogen along the grain (b2, b3, d2, d3). All samples had been sputtered with tungsten prior to the SEM
measurements. The scale bars correspond to 500 μm (a1, b1, c1, d1), 20 μm (a2, b2, c2, d2), and 2 μm (a3, b3, c3, d3).
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process) for 5 days indicating a tight interaction between the
inorganic nanoparticles and the wood matrix which allows for
eco-friendly applications indoors and outdoors. Harsh pH
conditions during the synthesis, namely, pH < 3 during
impregnation with FeCl3/FeCl2, pH > 12 after addition of
aqueous ammonia, are likely to affect the organic tissue
detrimentally, since dilute hydrochloric acid is known to
hydrolyze carbohydrates.43 Fragmentation reactions of aromatic
lignin have been reported in alkaline media.44 However, since
the modified wood samples show similar mechanical properties
to native wood (see Figure S1c in SI) it seems that the acidic
and basic conditions in the process do not harm the wood
structure.
XRD powder diffraction (Figure S8a,b, SI) gives evidence of

nanocrystalline phases of magnetite and maghemite, but relies
on the crystallinity of the minerals and renders the distinction
between the two ferromagnetic spinel phases difficult.45

Therefore, Raman spectroscopic mapping was applied to the
hybrid material to identify the composition of the inorganic
phase in the wood matrix (inset Figure 3a and b) and to gain
further information on the spatial distribution of colloidal iron
oxide in the wood tissues. Spectral mapping of thin wood cross
sections yields the distribution of the aromatic cell-wall polymer
lignin and embedded nanocrystalline iron oxide (Figure 3a and
b). In confirmation with the electron microscopic results,
colloidal iron oxide is predominantly detected at the inner part
of the lumina walls, hence it is likely that the tubular wood
microarchitecture facilitates the highly anisotropic magnetic
response.
The positions of the active Raman bands (Figure 3c) are

sufficiently different to distinguish between iron oxide or
oxyhydroxide46,47 and the organic wood components (cellulose,
hemicellulose, and lignin). Since iron oxides are highly
vulnerable to irradiation-induced phase changes48 the laser
power was reduced to a minimum value, but peak integration

Figure 3. Raman spectroscopic microscopy of magnetic wood. The scattered light intensity measured in arbitrary cts (counts) units is visualized as
color gradings. (a) Raman spectroscopic map showing distribution of the aromatic cell wall polymer lignin in spruce (blue frame) and beech (orange
frame) latewood by integrating |1707−1540 cm−1|. (b) Colloidal iron oxide, namely, magnetite Fe3O4 and γ-Fe2O3 seems to be mainly attached to
the inner lumina walls of spruce and beech latewood imaged by integration of |825−566 cm−1|. (c) Average Raman spectrum of iron oxide in spruce
(blue curve) and beech (orange curve). (Inset) Survey spectrum in the range of |4000−200 cm−1|.

Figure 4. Magnetic wood samples of a common wood species, spruce and beech, under the influence of an external magnet (related videos in
Supporting Information). (a1-a2) Flipping of a magnetic wood block mounted on a rotary, orienting itself with the wood fiber (longitudinal)
direction parallel to the magnetic flux (see SI Video V1a-b). (b1-b2) Parallel alignment of wooden sticks in longitudinal direction (indicated by red
arrows) (see SI Video V3). (c1-c2) Actuation of magnetic spruce platelet (see SI Video V4). (d1-d2) Alignment of magnetic tooth sticks along the
magnetic flux lines (see SI Video V5). (e) Due to the low specific density magnetic wood floats on water and can be influenced by a magnetic field.
(e1-e2) The floating specimen first orients along the wood fiber (longitudinal) direction (indicated by the red arrow) and moves toward the magnet
(e3-e4) (see SI Video V6).
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time was extended to increase the signal-to-noise ratio. Average
Raman spectra were obtained from of the FeOx phase
incorporated into spruce and beech (Figure 3c). The Raman-
active Fe−O bands demonstrate the predominance of the
ferrimagnetic phases magnetite Fe3O4 and maghemite γ-
Fe2O3.

49 Magnetite (Fe3O4) comprises two magnetic sub-
lattices with the tetrahedral (A) sites occupied by Fe3+ cations
and the octrahedral (B) sites occupied by Fe2+ and Fe3+ cations
in a spinel structure.49 Hence, the crystal structure of magnetite
gives rise to five Raman-active bands, 3T2g, Eg, and A1g
modes.46 The main peak at 667−668 cm−1 present in all
collected spectra can be assigned unambiguously to A1g,
whereas broader bands are found around 512−539 cm−1

(T2g) and 319−324 cm−1 (Eg)
37 in this study. Weaker T2g

modes of magnetite are expected between 450 and 500 cm−1,50

which have indeed been detected in the ranges 450−461 cm−1

and 465−475 cm−1.
The heterogeneity of the mineral phase has been assessed

spectroscopically by comparing the relative peak area of the
Raman bands arising from Fe3O4 or γ-Fe2O3. As an iron-
deficient form of magnetite, maghemite γ-Fe2O3 possesses an
inverse spinel crystal structure, in which 2 and 1/3 octahedral
lattice sites of the unit cell remain vacant. At ambient
conditions, magnetite is prone to oxidation to maghemite,
and they are end-members of a solid solution series. Probably
due to a low degree of crystallinity, the Raman spectrum of
maghemite is characterized by broad and less well-defined three
active phonon modes around 350 cm−1 (T2g), 500 cm−1 (Eg),
and 700 cm−1 (A1g).

46,37,47 By comparing with reported
spectra,46,47 the scattering bands at 376−377 cm−1, 497−503
cm−1, 677−682 cm−1, 706−719 cm−1, and 1594−1604 cm−1

have been ascribed to maghemite. According to the results, the
relative percentage of maghemite seems to be higher in spruce
than in beech (data not shown).
Strikingly, when magnetic wood is approached by a

permanent magnet either from the tangential or radial wood
direction, the wood first flips over, orienting itself with the
wood fiber (longitudinal) direction parallel to the magnetic
field and then is attracted by the magnet (see Video V1 in SI
(“Flipping wood blocks of spruce and beech”)). Wood of
various shapes and geometries can be actuated selectively from
this one direction (longitudinal) under an applied magnetic
field by inducing a magnetically controlled torque or rotation
(Figure 4 and Videos V1, V2, V6 in SI). This behavior indicates
that such magnetic wood blocks are magnetically anisotropic
and display a magnetic easy axis.
In general, a magnetically anisotropic material aligns its

magnetic moment with one of its easy axes (energetically
favorable directions of the magnetization) and the direction of
its intrinsic magnetic easy axis is firmly determined by the shape
for strongly magnetic materials or the magnetocrystalline
structure. It is not expected that the precipitated iron oxides
have a strong shape anisotropy. Assembling and settling of
magnetite and maghemite along the cell walls in the wood
material, however, would lead to a higher magnetic
susceptibility along the longitudinal growth direction in
comparison to the tangential or radial directions, hence a
distribution anisotropy.51 For this reason, the wood block aligns
with its longitudinal direction to the external magnetic field,
displaying an apparent (magnetic) easy axis of the whole hybrid
material along the longitudinal growth direction of wood and
also a magnetic anisotropy in the same direction.

This principle enables the production of a variety of active
wood elements that can be precisely actuated along the
longitudinal axis of the wood. Since wood can be easily
engineered in desired forms and shapes, any kind of complex
structure can be designed and fabricated, both before and/or
after iron oxide modification. The significant advantage of such
a hybrid wood system over conventional polymer or fiber
hybrid material systems is that the magnetic properties of the
magnetic wood are fixed in longitudinal direction. This unique
property of the magnetic wood material can be used to align
and organize any jumble of hybrid materials, adding a further
value and function to the versatility of wood. By way of
example, applications related to induction heating,52 electro-
magnetic wave absorption,53−57 or actuation34 have been
proposed for magnetic wood based on Mn−Zn ferrites.

■ CONCLUSIONS
Iron oxide NPs were imbedded via simple in situ
coprecipitation synthesis inside the cellular structure of wood,
resulting into a highly sophisticated nanobiocomposite with
pronounced anisotropic magnetic properties. Owing to the
predominant direction of magnetization along the wood fibers
(longitudinal) such magnetic devices can be selectively
manipulated from this direction, simply with an external
magnet and therefore perform complex movements such as lift,
drag, flip, alignment, (re)orientation, and actuation. The
magnetic anisotropy of the composite material is dictated by
the intrinsic anisotropy of the wood material and originates
from a homogeneous deposition of nanocrystalline ferrites
along the inner cell walls of the wood scaffold. Importantly,
such modified wood materials retain their natural properties
such as mechanical stiffness, porosity, and low density, which in
combination with magnetic functionalities give rise to advanced
biobased engineering materials. In view of a practical
application, this fabrication approach allows for easy processing,
better handling, and upscaled production of magnetic wood
elements of arbitrary shapes and sizes.
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